
 

Fresh Outta Portland: 

A Debut Album from Ants Ants Ants: 

WHY WHY WHY? 

Available in May; five animated music videos coming this spring and summer 
 

Portland (Spring 2018) — Portland’s verdant musical landscape sprouts a new 
collaboration from two of the city’s indie music royalty. A pair of critically acclaimed 
singer-songwriters just formed a new group called Ants Ants Ants, and they will 
release their first album together, Why Why Why? on May 18, 2018. A preview of this 
curious and imaginative multimedia project, including a trailer, is available now at 
www.antsantsants.com. 

With stylistic nods to the Beatles, 1970s era Sesame Street, School House Rock, and "The 
Point" by Harry Nilsson, Why Why Why? celebrates a childlike wonder at the natural 
world, beginning with the first track, “Morning Song” and continuing with songs about 
where the moon goes, what the largest mammals on Earth are like, the lilting “Willow 
Tree” and the soothing “Stars” above.  

As every parent knows, kids never tire of asking “Why Why Why,” and this title song goes 
a little further into its Beatles-esque refrain of: “These are the questions, questions of our 
lives. Sometimes the answers aren’t so clear.” Indeed, the spinning “Pinwheel” provides a 
cosmic set of questions. The falling “Helicopter Leaves” leads to soaring possibilities. The 
age-old question of long car trips is celebrated with the anthemic “Are We There Yet?” 
Even the busy marching “Ants” imagine a different life where they can “play in the grass 
all day, look up at the sky and dream away.” 

Johnny Clay and Dave Gulick, the songwriters, performers and producers of Ants Ants 
Ants, have played their parts in Portland’s independent music scene for at least the last 
decade. Clay was the “simply stunning” (AllMusic) lead singer of The Dimes, a nationally 
touring indie-folk group regarded for their “dark tales set against upbeat melodies and 
rhythms” (NPR). Gulick wrote and performed an “infectious, melodic bundle of sugary 
pop goodness” (Northwest Music) with the Portland indie-pop darling band Derby. Both 
still perform occasionally, but more often are making a living licensing their songs for 
film, television and brands. Lately, the duo has thrown all of their energy into creating 
songs and other media for the Ants Ants Ants project. 

Why Why Why? was recorded in Portland. Sound engineer Will Hensley also worked on 
the 2016 Best Children’s Album GRAMMY winner Home by Tim Kubart. Chris Purdin 
(whose credits include Cartoon Network, Nickelodeon, NPR and Laika) designed the 
cover art and is creating a series of animated music videos for selected songs. 

Ants Ants Ants plans a day of album release concerts at the Village Ballroom in Portland 
on May 20, and will announce other shows and events this spring and summer. For more 
information, visit www.antsantsants.com , subscribe to their YouTube channel, and 
“Like” them on Facebook. 
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Track listing 
 

1. Morning Song  2:14 
2. Are We There Yet?  2:02 

3. Why Why Why?  2:29 
4. Six Pickup Sticks  1:20 

5. I Spy  2:13 
6. Pinwheel  1:56 

7. Helicopter Leaves  2:38 
8. Blue  2:18 
9. Ants  2:23 

10. Where Does the Moon Go?  2:07 
11. Willow Tree  2:56 

12. Stars  2:30 
 


